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Copyright © 1970, by It is indeed a great pleasure for the author to see his book
INTERNATIONAL PUBLISHERS CO., INC. translated into English and presented to the American reader.
As stated in the Preface to the Japanese Edition, this work
All Rights Reserved endeavors to explain the basic problems of present-day Korea
o in the light of Premier Kim Il Sung’s theory and policy, which
First Edition for over forty years guided the victorious struggles of the

Korean people. Here the reader will also learn what forces
were responsible for blocking the full independence and self-
determination of Korea, bringing such great distress and un-
happiness to its people.

For the American people, it is important to understand cor-
rectly the present situation in both the North and the South of
Korea, for this is inseparable from their own destiny as a peo-
ple. As we learn from history, a nation that oppresses another
cannot itself be free. In the author’s opinion, if there be any
people in the world today who should feel this truth most
acutely, it is the American people.

The Koreans are a homogeneous people. Throughout their
history they have fought heroically against invaders. But also
they have always been a peace-loving people; never in their
history have they threatened or invaded any other country.

It is important to note that during the past hundred years of

First published in Japanese by Miraisha Publishing Co., modern Korea, imperialist invasion began, at the end of the
Tokyo, under the title Basic Problems of Modern Korea feudal era, with an American armed ship, the General Sher-
nman, in 1866. Since then the only imperialist invaders have

heen either the Japanese or American.
Library of Congress Catalog Card Number: 70-130866 These two powers —at times conspiring with each other, and
SBN (cloth) 7178-0291-4; (paperback) 7178-0292-2 at other times in conflict—have occupied either the entire
country or part of it, practicing their colonial policies. Should
one seek to discern the difference in their policies, it will be
found that Japanese imperialism once occupied the whole of
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6 MODERN KOREA

Korea and imposed a Japanese governor-general over it, while
today U.S. imperialism occupies the southern half of the
country and rules through a Korean puppet regime.

In July 1905, during the Russo-Japanese War, Premier
Katsura of Japan made a secret agreement with U.S. Secre-
tary of War Taft, in which Japan recognized American impe-
rialist occupation of the Philippines in return for U.S. recog-
nition of Japanese imperialist designs upon Korea. It was
then that Japan began to plunder Korea, leading to annexa-
tion in 1910. In the process, her imperialist ambitions grew
rapidly until, using Korea as a stepping stone, she occupied
Manchuria, the northeastern region of China, in 1932. From
there, moving South into China, her aim was to occupy the
whole of that country and eventually the whole of Asia under
the slogan of the “Great East-Asia Co-prosperity Sphere.”
Having launched full-scale war in China, in 1937, Japan at-
tacked Pearl Harbor in 1941, plunging the entire Pacific into
war.

After the Second World War, under American aegis, the
ground was laid for the revival of Japanese militarism. Fur-
thermore, great fortunes were amassed by Japanese monopoly
in the supply of materials for the U.S. armed forces during the
Korean and Vietnam wars. This fed the rapid recovery of the
Japanese economy, leading to substantial rearmament and
to the revival of militarism.

As is now well established, the secret Johnson-Sato agree-
ment of January 1965—a modern version of the Katsura-Taft
secret agreement of 1905—provided for the negotiations
which led to the conclusion of the pact between the puppet
regime in Seoul and Japan. Through the ROK-Japan treaty,
Japan gained the right of joint exploitation of South Korea
alongside American imperialism, as compensation for her
support of the U.S. aggressive policy in Asia. From this re-
sulted the U.S.-Japan-ROK triple military alliance and the
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perpendicular joint strategical system, with the United States
at the head.

In November 1969, after the Nixon-Sato talks in Washing-
(on, a joint communique announced that South Korea, Taiwan
and South Vietnam, as well as “other countries” in the Far
[last, were of serious concern to the security of Japan. This is
merely an indirect way of indicating Japan’s participation in
American aggression in Asia, and at the same time reviving
the erstwhile dream of the “Great East-Asia Co-prosperity
Sphere.”

Thus, in the past century the historical development of
modern Korea was determined largely by the intrigues and
intervention of U.S. and Japanese imperialisms, and the
Korean people were compelled to fight them. One cannot
understand the problems of modern Korea without knowing
this historical background.

At the same time, it is equally important to know that the
long anti-imperialist struggles of the Korean people, including
the socialist victory in the North, were carried out under the
revolutionary leadership of Kim Il Sung, now Premier of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. Inspired by his
revolutionary theory, the Juche idea, during the past four de-
cades the Korean people progressed from the national libera-
lion struggle, to the people’s democratic revolution and to
the socialist revolution. Through various stages of revolution,
final victory has been won, despite the extreme devastation
of the Korean War, in the foundation of the socialist fatherland
in the North and in socialist construction.

In South Korea, where fascistic oppression goes from bad
(o worse, revolutionaries and patriots recently organized the
[tevolutionary Party for Reunification, and in a proclamation
wot forth their program. It is hoped that the world, and parti-
cularly the American people, will understand the significance
ol this new development.
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The author did his best to explain the problems of modern
Korea, basing himself upon Premier Kim 11 Sung’s theory. He
can only hope that this will satisfy the reader’s expectations.
If the work serves to clarify some aspect of the situation, the
author will be well satisfied.

In conclusion, the author wishes to express his appreciation
to James S. Allen, president of International Publishers, for
his invaluable advice; to the translator, Takeshi Haga, and to
the English editor, Victor Perlo.

—THE AUTHOR
June 25, 1970, on the
20th anniversary of the
outhreak of the Korean War

PREFACE TO THE JAPANESE EDITION

This book deals with essential questions concerning pres-
ent-day Korea on the basis of the ideas and theories, the
strategy and tactics, developed by Premier Kim Il Sung. A
most important source document is Kim Il Sung’s report
delivered at the celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the
[ounding of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.

Delegates to the celebration from abroad regarded this
report as a valuable contribution to the theory of socialism,
pertinent to the international communist movement generally.

In the report, Kim Il Sung:

(1) Analyzed and summed up the Korean people’s struggles
[or the conquest of power, and the successive stages of the
hational liberation revolution, democratic revolution, socialist
revolution and socialist construction.

(2) Scientifically clarified theoretical questions of the
lransitional period and the proletarian dictatorship, and of the
complete and final victory of socialism. His solutions repre-
sented a major, original contribution to Marxist-Leninist
theory.

(3) Elaborated the strategy of anti-imperialist, anti-U.S.
slruggle at the present stage, and the basic policy of com-
pleting the revolution in South Korea and of unifying North
ind South Korea.

This important report provides a programmatic guide to the
complete victory of the Korean revolution and contributes to
cnsuring the victory of the international communist move-
ment and the world revolution. It enriches the treasure-house
ol Marxism-Leninism.
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The present volume is in three parts. The first deals with
socialist construction in the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea (DPRK), the second with the revolution in South
Korea and the unification of the entire country, and the third
with the relationship between the Korean revolution and the
world revolutionary struggle.

The period of 20 years since the founding of the DPRK is but
a short moment in the 5,000-years’ history of our Korean people.
But in these 20 years the Koreans have carried out tremendous
social, economic and cultural transformations that our fore-
fathers were unable to achieve in thousands of years. Formerly
a colonial, semi-feudal society, with a backward agricultural
economy, the northern half of our Republic has developed
into a socialist industrial-agrarian country. This was accom-
plished through difficult socialist construction after the Korean
War (1950-53). Now it is being developed further into an
advanced socialist industrial country through implementation
of the Seven-Year Plan.

Foreign visitors praise North Korea as an example of a
socialist country useful for all countries and peoples. We
Korean people take boundless pride in having such a splendid
socialist country as our fatherland.

This victory would have been unthinkable without the
correct guidance of Kim II Sung, extending over a period of 40
years. Revolution is a complex and difficult undertaking —to
destroy the old and create the new. This requires excellent
leadership, great leadership.

Marxism-Leninism is not a dogma, but a science. Naturally,
it is not necessarily developed only in a big country. Failure
to develop the science in small countries also, subservience to
developments in big countries, inevitably leads to dogmatism.

Kim Il Sung’s revolutionary ideas are based on the concept
of Juche* which rejects subservience and dogmatism. This

+Pronounced chewché.
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concept embraces the principle of self-reliance in ideology
and in politics, in the economy and in military affairs. It
means to think creatively about all problems ourselves, to
solve them in accord with actual conditions in our own coun-
try, independently with our own strength, and in accord with
our own revolutionary interests.

Through the Juche principle we can apply to Korea the
universal truths of Marxism-Leninism, the experience of other
countries, while opposing subservience and dogmatism. No
people can carry through revolutionary construction success-
fully without giving full play to the spirit of self-reliance, in
this way.

The masters of the Korean revolution are the Workers
Party of Korea and the Korean people. The Korean people
themselves are the decisive factor. Nobody else can carry it
out for us. No revolution can be exported or imported.

If a nation becomes subservient, it will lose independence.
[f an individual becomes subservient, he becomes incapable
of making an independent judgment and becomes a useless
person, Historical experience in Korea shows that all those
who were subservient became traitors to the nation. A typical
example of this is the Pak Chung Hi* clique, which has turned
South Korea over to plunder and military occupation by U.S.
{mperialism.

While upholding the line of self-reliance based on the idea
of Juche of Kim Il Sung, we consider that this idea must
strengthen proletarian internationalism. For the line of self-
reliance is inseparable from proletarian internationalism.
The two must not be counterposed under any circumstances
or for any reason whatsoever.

Recently, the U.S. imperialists and the Pak Chung Hi clique
have been intensifying new war provocation maneuvers more
and more openly, while the Japanese militarists have been

*leferred to in the U.S. press as President Park of South Korea.
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making serious efforts to reinvade South Korea, We cannot
overlook the fact, under these circumstances, that slanderous
attacks are being made on the foreign policy and the indepen-
dent and principled policy of unifying Korea followed by the
Democratic People’s Republic. Thus it is necessary to strength-
en further real friendship between the Korean and Japanese
people.

Already many representatives of various circles of Japan
have visited the DPRK, and economic and cultural exchanges
between the two countries are developing. At the same time,
studies are being made of the politics, economy and culture of
the DPRK and articles dealing with these questions are fre-
quently published. However, these studies and articles plain-
ly are not sufficient to meet the actual need.

One cannot understand present-day Korea without knowing
the ideas and theories, strategy and tactics, of Premier Kim I
Sung, which are related to the basic questions of Marxism-
Leninism in our era.

The author wishes to draw special attention to Chapter 4
of Part I, which outlines Kim Il Sung’s important recent
contribution, “On Some Theoretical Problems of Socialist
Economy.”

The author hopes this book will help readers to understand
the problems of present-day Korea.

April 10, 1969 —THE AUTHOR
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PART ONE

Theory and Practice
ot Socialist Construction
in the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea

In the past 50 years, the Korean people have fulfilled suc-
vessfully the tasks of anti-imperialist, national liberation, the
people’s democratic and socialist revolution in the DPREK, and
other tasks under the leadership of Kim Il Sung, and they are
vontinuing to forge ahead toward the unification of their
[atherland and to complete victory of the socialist revolution
(lroughout Korea.




CHAPTERI

Founding and Development
of the DPRK

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is the real
fatherland of all the Korean people; the standard bearer of
their freedom, independence and happiness; the most power-
ful weapon for the construction of socialism and communism,
which the Korean people have gained through lengthy, fierce,
revolutionary struggles. Premier Kim Il Sung said:

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is the real fatherland
ol all the Korean people, and it has their unreserved support and
love. Our state is completely democratic and stable, It was estab-
lished by the people and relies on the united, solid forces of all the
people, based on a worker-peasant alliance which is led by the work-
ing class and which involves broad masses of people in state affairs.
Our Republic is a genuine people’s state which ensures all strata of
(lie people, including the workers and peasants, not only political
[recedom and rights but also material and cultural well-being.!

In 1950 U.S. imperialism launched its armed aggression
ingininst our young Republic. Our people were victorious in
this bitter and most difficult struggle., Our country dealt a
ilisastrous blow to U.S. imperialism, shattering the myth of its
invineibility and starting it on the long downhill road to its
illimate demise.

Immediately after the 1953 armistice ending the Korean
War, the U.S, imperialists arrogantly declared that Korea
would not be able to rise again, even in 100 years. However,
Ihe Korean people smashed this prediction by forging ahead

19




20 THEORY AND PRACTICE OF SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION

toward socialism and communism, successfully carrying out
historic transformations.

The power of the Republic has eliminated completely all
forms of exploitation and oppression in urban and rural areas,
a centuries-old aspiration of mankind; has developed the great
Chollima* movement, the general line of socialist construction,
and has laid firm foundations for an independent, national
economy.

Today, the DPRK has become a really independent nation
with an advanced socialist system, an independent national
economy and a flowering national culture.

Indeed, these years have been a glorious 20 years of struggle
and victory, of creativity and advance.

1. HISTORICAL FOUNDATIONS OF THE DPRK

The question of power is the fundamental question in the revolu-
tion and the vital question on which depend the victory of the revo-
lution and the success of constructive work [writes Kim Il Sung].
The working class can achieve complete class and national liberation
and win in the cause of socialism and communism only when it
takes power firmly into its hands, constantly enhances its functions
and role, and steadily strengthens the dictatorship of the proletariat.?

As the historical experience of all the revolutionary strug-
gles of the working class of the entire world shows, the pro-
letariat cannot liberate the masses of people from exploitation
and oppression without overthrowing the state power of the
old bourgeoisie and without establishing its own revolu-
tionary power. Only when it has achieved political power can
the working class sweep away all the political, economic and
social foundations of the exploiting classes and build social-
ism and communism,

*The “flying-horse” movement, explained in Part I, Chapter 3, Section 5.

FOUNDING AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE DPRK 21

In all exploiting societies, political power has been the most
powerful means and instrument of domination and oppression
by the exploiting classes against the exploited classes. In
capitalist society, the last exploiting society that mankind ex-
periences, bourgeois state poweris thus used by the capitalists
lo oppress and suppress the revolutionary struggles of the
working class. Consequently, the question of power is the
[undamental question of revolution and is the life-and-death
((uestion that determines the success or failure of revolution
and the achievement of socialist construction.

That is precisely why all revolutionary struggles of the
working class should be concentrated ultimately on the ques-
lion of power and why the political struggle of the working
class, including armed struggle, is the highest form of class
struggle. Because the question of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, too, is a question of power, it is the sharpest ques-
tion of principle, on which a Marxist-Leninist can make no
roncessions whatsoever.

Korean Communists, headed by Kim Il Sung, consistently
linve paid close attention to the question of power during the
enlive period in which they led the revolution, and they have
[onght firmly for its correct solution. To begin with there is
(he problem of how to conquer power; then the question of the
nppropriate form of exercising power during each stage of the
rovolution. The problem also arises of how to prepare revolu-
llonary cadres to maintain and exercise power. And, finally,
there is the question of how to expand and strengthen the
political, economic and social foundations of people’s power.

The DPRK is the great achievement of the Korean Com-
imunists and people, through bloody and difficult struggles,
[or the correct solution of the question of power. The entire
J0eyear history of the Republic may be said to have been the
viclorious road of struggle for the most correct solutions.

As early as the 1930’s, Kim Il Sung defined scientifically the
ijuestion of power, indicated the Marxist-Leninist line for its



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































